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Imagine a Middle Peninsula  without… 

 
• Community College 

• Public sewers 

• Quality housing 

• Hospitals 

• Paved roads, bridges and airports  

• Public schools 

• Safe and sanitary septic systems 

• Solid Waste Disposal 

• Fertile Agricultural Fields 

• Pristine Dragon Run 

 

 

  



Uncompromising Leadership:  

• 1963 MPRC Visionaries: 
 Gene Paulette, Robert Taylor, Horace Norton, James Barnard Jr, 

Granville Kipps, Lewis Richardson, and William Bareford … 

 

• 1972 MPPDC Visionaries: 
 Eugene Campbell- 1st MPPDC Chairman,  B.D. Fowler, W.D. 

Edwards, H.W. Ferguson, Aubrey Callis, J.A. Robbins, HL 

Chandler, W.E Belvin, Dolores Hargis, James Evans, Jack 

Andrews, Everett Rich, F.L. Garrett, and Rodger Norman … 

 

• 2011 MPPDC Visionaries: 

YOU 



1960’s  Commissioner Concerns   

• Economic 

Development Needs 

• Tourism Needs 

• Vocational Training 

Needs 

• Public Access Needs 

• Labor Study Needs 

• Dredging and Oyster 

Bottom Leasing 

Concerns 

 

 



1960’s- Major Accomplishments 

• Planning for Public Sewer 

• Establishing a Community College 

• Establishment of the Bank of 

Middlesex 

• : 

Add picture of 

Urbanna Plan 

Add a  

picture  

here. 

Add a  

picture  

here. 



1970’s Commissioner Concerns 

• Water Quality Management Plan 

to access funding for sewer 

improvements 

• Need for Regional Hospital and 

Library 

•  Failing Septic Systems and Water 

Quality 

•  Regional Winterization Program  

(Precursor to Bay Aging) 

•  Regional Solid Waste Designation  

(Precursor to VPPSA) 

 

 



1970’s Major MPPDC Accomplishments 

• Initiated Study for locating 

regional hospital 

• Water Quality Management 

Plans - Local sewer funds 

depend on its completion 

• Developed localities personnel 

policies (grievance procedure, 

salary classification, salary 

scale)  



1970’s Major MPPDC Accomplishments 

• Developed Middle Peninsula local 

Sedimentation and Erosion 

Programs   

• Requested State Water Control 

Board studied ground water 

problems 

• Developed Regional and local 

Land use Plan, draft zoning maps, 

draft comp plans  

• $1.7 Million for Essex County 

Elementary school 

 



1980’s Commissioner Concerns 

• Inter Basin Water Transfer concerns 

• Septic Maintenance Concerns 

• Rt 17 Bypass Saluda 

• Preservation of Dragon Run 

• Enhanced 911 and Regional Dispatch 

• Solid Waste Handling and Hazardous waste 

disposal 

• York River Crossing 

• Small Business Assistance 

 

 

Alternative 5 



1980’s Major MPPDC Accomplishments 
• Comp Plans, Zoning 

Ordnances Completed: 

Gloucester, Mathews, Essex, 

Middlesex, King and , King 

William, Urbanna, 

Tappahannock, West Point 

•  Mathews County Drainage 

Project 

• ~ $1,750,000 CDBG Housing 

Projects: Essex, Mathews, 

Gloucester, King and Queen, 

Tappahannock 

 

 



1980’s Major Accomplishments 
 

• Towns join MPPDC  

• Planning Commissioner 

Scholarship Fund Established 

• Regional reappraisal study 

• Achieve representation 

Eastern VA Health Systems 

• State Request: CDBG 

Regional Priorities Established 

• Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Act- PDC 

assistance to all MP localities 

 



1990’s Commissioner Concerns 
• Solid Waste Plans 

• Fiscal Impact of Federal Tax Policy 

Change 

• Growth Management 

• Mandates, State Aide, Solid Waste 

• King and Queen and Gloucester 

Land Fills 

• Enhance Tourism and Marketing of 

MP 

• HRSD and Middle Peninsula Service 

• Tributary Strategies and Bay Act 

• Comprehensive Services Act 

 



1990’s Major Accomplishments 
 

• Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Act 

Compliance for MP 

Localities 

• Assisted with creation to 

Tidewater RC&D 

• Wetland Delineation 

Training 

• GIS Assistance to all MP 

localities 

 

 

 



1990’s Major Accomplishments  

  

• Established new 

Mathews Park and Ride 

Lots 

• Established Disability 

Service Board 

• Colman and Hoskins 

Bridge Traffic 

Management and 

Coordination 

• Onsite Revolving loan 

program established 

 

 



2000’s Commissioner Concerns 

• Regional Reassessment  

• Tributary Strategies, Total Maximum Daily 

Load, Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

Implementation Plan  

• Special Needs Sheltering- post Hurricane 

Isabel 

• Coleman Bridge Tolls 

• Broadband and wireless services 

• Use Conflict and Shallow Water Dredging  

• Commercial Seafood and Working 

Waterfronts 

• Groundwater Management Area 

 



2000’s Major Accomplishments  

• Mandates attended to: Natural 

Hazard Plan, Water Supply 

Plans, Flood Mitigation Plan, All 

Hazard Plan, Disability Service 

Board 

• Creation of MP Chesapeake 

Bay Public Access Authrity 

• Virginias River Country 

• Septic Repair and Septic Pump 

Out Programs expanded 

• York River Use Conflict- Marine 

Spatial Planning 

 



Local Government Administrators 

Meetings  

• 2001- Bay Act, Reassessment, 

Regional Airport, 

Enhancement 

• 2002- Bay Act, HRSD 

Establishment, Local budgets 

• 2003- State Park, HRSD Rates, 

reassesment, local budgets 

• 2004- Tributary Strategies, 

General Assembly Bills, Local 

budget 

 

 



Local Government Administrators 

Meetings  

• 2005-  Tributary Strategies, 

Hazard Planning, HRSD 

Nutrient limits,  

• 2006-  Special Needs 

Sheltering, Local Probation, 

Reassesment, Water Use 

Conflict 

• 2007-  Auto Decals, Personal 

Property, Tax relief, Broadband 

• 2008-  Local budgets, General 

Assembly, Water Supply Plan, 

 

 



Local Government Administrators 

Meetings  

• 2009-  Local Budgets, Airport 

Financing, Broadband,Water 

supply planning, tax base 

issues 

• 2010- Local Budgets, On Site 

repair and land use issues, 

Chesapeake Bay WIP, 

Broadband  

• 2011- General Assembly, 

CDBG, VRS, Onsite Septic 

enfiorcement, CEDS and 

Chesapeake Bay WIP 

 



Operational Successes 1974-2012 

•  Locality MPPDC dues         $1,767,089.00 

• Total direct grants to MPPDC  $14,857,793.00 

•  Local leverage          $8.41 

 

• DOES NOT INCLUDE MILLIONS OF GRANT DOLLARS 

OBTAINED ON BELALF OF MIDDLE PENINSULA LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS (MPPDC prepares application only) 

 



Water Supply Planning 

Functional Consolidation  

Successes Story 
• Local Model 

• Time Period 5 Years 

• 8 jurisdictions  

• 8 staff positions x 60 

months 

• 8 Consultants X 60 

months 

• None to very limited 

DEQ Funding  

• MPPDC Model 

• Time Period 5 Years 

• 8 jurisdictions  

• 1 staff positions x 60 

months 

• 1 Consultant x 60 

Months 

• Access to DEQ Grant 

funds for Regional 

Approach  



Most Notable Community Improvement 

Projects 

• Housing Rehab:  Desha, Battery, Mt Olive, Indian 

Road– repaired hundreds of homes across region 

• Dragon Run Protection- standardized land use 

planning tools, protection of 1,000 acres land 

• Onsite Revolving Loan- repaired 77 failed septic 

systems and pumped 858  systems 

• Regional Airports 

• West Point, Hoskins Creek, Colman Bridge 

• Public Access Authority and Shallow Water 

Dredging 

 



Community Assistance  

(Last 24 Months) 

Use of MPPDC Board Room by 63 different entities 

• Community Groups 

• NGOs 

• Political Subdivisions 

• Social Groups 

• State Agency Departments 

• Local businesses 

• State Universities and Colleges 

• Public Safety officials 

• Federal, State, and local elected officials etc  

 



804-758-2311 

PO Box 286 

Saluda VA 23149 

Middle Peninsula  

Planning District Commission 


